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	President’s Report for 2020 ICSA Annual Meeting
	February 6, 2021

I am pleased to present my President’s report to the 2021 Winter Meeting of the ICSA Board of Directors covering our achievements and challenges far of the 2020-21 year. Like all aspect of our society we faced unbelievable challenges this year. The college sailing community will continue to confront the impact of COVID-19 on our health and safety, and the economic fall-out, but we are hopeful. It should be noted that many people have put in tremendous work in support of ICSA over the last 7 months, despite the lack of competition. When people say, “College Sailing should…”; let it be known that college sailing is “we”, not a “they”. I am particularly thankful to members of the ICSA Executive Committee-Covid 19 Task Force, and members of the Competition Committee. Notable actions and achievements ICSA are the following:
· Formation of ICSA TIDE Task Force, and conference affiliates was born out of the ICSA hosted listening session and open forum on Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion withing college sailing. Thank you, Cori Radtke and Preston Anderson, for your enthusiastic leadership in this important realm.
· ICSA released a fantastic online awards show honouring the 2019-21 All-Americans and Hall of Fame inductees. Thank you, Allison Chenard, Tyler Colvin, Zach Runci, Chris Klevan, and Ali Blumenthal. 
· ICSA Community participated in several US Sailing Starboard Portals Including their DEI series. 
· The ICSA Executive Committee moved to cancel the 2020-21 Match Race Championships
· The ICSA EC moved to postpone the LaserPerformance Singlehanded Championships to May 1-2 in Newport, RI hosted by URI. 
· ICSA EC moved to amend the championship conditions for spring 2021 to altering fleet sizes a the Women’s, Coed, and Team Race Championships to 18, 18, 12. Events to be hosted by USNA. May 19-20, June 1-2, and June 3-4.
· ICSA EC moved to cancel the 2021 Spring Interconference Schedule
· It should be noted that out of conference competition is not prohibited this spring.
· Formation of ICSA Medical Advisory Panel. This panel of experts, organized by Greg Wilkinson, has developed and recommended protocols for the safe resumption of college sailing events this spring. The ICSA Executive Committee has adopted these recommendations as a required operational policy for all ICSA Events this spring. 
· Implementation of Procedural Rule requiring a signed Declaration of Adherence prior to competition. 
· The current financial crisis is affecting our sponsors. I am happy to report Gill has signed a sponsorship agreement for this year.  I am hopeful that others will support the college sailing. 
· Of the actions taken, it is noted that the need to insure the health and safety of college sailors, coaches and our community are at the forefront, as is the need to address the financial crisis as it effects our university and college athletic environment. All our actions going forward will need to assess and address these two components.  I feel it is important to realize the path forward may look different than what is behind us. 

For the last year much of what we have planned was put on hold, but as we look forward to a return to college sailing in the near future, there are several major projects the board, the executive committee and me will need to steward through completion:
· Evaluate and implement a safe return to racing for all of college sailing, particularly for the teams most impacted by reduced institutional support and long gaps in activity.
· Continue to plan and implement where possible the 2021+Beyond plan
· Award a contract to manage Techscore for ICSA and ISSA. 
And finally, I ask that we all keep Danielle Richards in our thoughts and prayers as she continues her health challenges. She is a dedicated servant to College Sailing. 

Respectfully, 
Mitch Brindley
President, ICSA
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